[image: image4.wmf]Welcome to Mrs. Winkler’s 7th Grade Language Arts Literacy! 
	Supplies you will need for LAL by Monday, 9/10/07

· $2.25 for purchase of Mead 3-subject spiral notebook (retail $4.99 and up!) – used as a writer’s notebook and for grammar notes
· $ .50 for purchase of 1 composition book – used as a reading journal
· 2-pocket folder – used as a LAL homework folder

· 1 bottle of Elmer’s glue – used in classroom supply tubs

· 1 box of Kleenex – distributed to 7th grade core classrooms
· Supplies to be taken to ALL core subjects in pencil pouch, every day!

· Pencil pouch:
1. 3-5 pencils with erasers

2. 3-5 black ink pens
3. 2 correcting pens (red, blue, purple, or green ink)
4. Calculator 
5. Colored pencils, yellow highlighter, markers, crayons are optional

· Agenda (one is supplied by MacKinnon; however, lost agendas must be purchased by student on his/her own)



In LAL this year, we will explore language and literature through a variety of approaches, including:  literature circles, book talks, presentations, projects, reading workshop, writing workshop, blogging, 1st-grade buddies, and authentic writing tasks.  Students will develop a year-long writing portfolio and will also demonstrate growth in familiarity with literary genres and in the writing techniques of authors.  
In Writing, we will focus on:

· Recognizing and generating narrative, descriptive, persuasive, and expository writing
· constructing quality short-answer responses

· citing text references

· Standard English in grammar, usage, syntax, spelling, and writing

In Reading, we will focus on:

· Reading for enjoyment

· Reading for analysis

· Reading comprehension

· How successful readers think when they read text, how they interact with it, and how they examine it 

Here is what you can expect…
Grading
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· 35% Reading







· 35% Writing

· 15% Vocabulary
· 10% Grammar

· 5% Participation/Preparedness/On-task/Completion and Follow-through
Homework

· Homework will be listed on the board and on the website http://www.wbps.org                       
· Late homework will not receive credit unless you are absent.  If you do not hand in an assignment, you are to fill out a “Missing Assignment” slip that must be signed by a parent or guardian by the next school day
· If you are absent from class:

· Check the board and check with your homework buddy to copy any missed notes
· Check the website

· Ask your teacher if you have any further questions

· Make up any work missed within 1 day (if absent one day), 2 days (if absent two days), etc…

Workload
You should expect to see the following per marking period:

· 2-4 major writing assignments

· Homework (5-40 minutes in length most evenings, which includes 20 minutes of daily reading from a personal-choice book)

· Due every 3 weeks:  literary letter-essay written to teacher or classmate in response to personal-choice readings
· Vocabulary Workshop:  a unit of 20 words every two weeks, including cumulative tests after every third unit

· Quizzes:  weekly or bi-weekly

· Tests:  2-3 major tests

Here is what the teacher expects:

Student responsibilities:

1. Do what is right.  No excuses.
2. Do your best.  No excuses.

3. Respect yourself, others, and your environment.  No excuses.

Although my classroom contains several round tables for student seating, this does not translate as “open invitation to chat” with your table partners.  There is a time and place for socializing, but not typically during class.  When chatting is appropriate, I will explicitly announce it; otherwise, assume that it is not.  Group work with your table partners is intended to be friendly, yet focused on the task at hand.  We will brainstorm rubrics of classroom behaviors, and all students are expected to model those guidelines which “help” learning, as opposed to “hinder” learning.  
Consequences:  By this time, you have had seven or eight years of practice being respectful and responsible students.  You are expected to make the choice to be a decent person and to do your best in school.  If you choose to behave inappropriately:
· Step 1:  Verbal warning

· Step 2:  *Refocus (may include teacher-detention and/or parent phone call)
· Step 3: Office or parent referral

*Step 2 will be skipped in the case of verbal or physical harassment or something equally as hurtful, dangerous, or inconsiderate.
Entering class:

· Line up QUIETLY along the lockers, single-file, outside the door until the teacher signals it is time to enter

· Check the board, stow non-LAL materials, get supplies, sharpen pencils, and get settled with minimal talking or disruption
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Assignments:

· Give thoughtful effort to work.  If you consistently do that, there will be no need to ask for “extra credit.”  Extra credit isn’t an option, unless approved as the result of extraordinary circumstances.  If you have difficulty with an assignment or a topic, consult the teacher for support.  Do-overs may be allowed if a remediation session is initiated by the student and if teacher-designed remediation work is completed within three days and with due diligence.  
· Use your agenda.  Copy assignments into it and consult it at home.

· Late/incomplete work will earn 0-65%.  
· Keep yourself organized.  

· Use the standard heading on all assignments (in ALL core-subject classes!):
Name (first and last)


Date

Class (6D, 7A, etc…)


Assignment (page 16, #1-10)

· Answer questions neatly in cursive writing and in complete sentences.  Use cursive writing on tests.  You may print answers on worksheets in manuscript.
Fire Drill:

· Line up quickly and quietly at the door

· Walk directly to the assigned place

· Remain silent during the entire drill, including the return to the classroom

Dismissal from Class:

· Copy homework assignment from the board into agenda

· Gather all materials, without disrupting others

· Clean workspace

· Wait until dismissed by the teacher (NOT by the bell)

Bathroom/Nurse:

· Always ask permission.  Never leave the room without a pass from the teacher.

· Sign out and return quickly.
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Contact information:
1-973-361-1253 extension 868 (Homework Hotline)

http://www.wbps.org  (see link to Winkler)

email:  jwinkler@wbps.org
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