6th grade science

2010 – 2011
MacKinnon Middle School

Mrs. Allen – Instructor


This course is designed as an initial step to middle school science with emphasis on earth science, life science, and physical science. This year the students will be able to: 

· Identify the steps of the scientific method and apply them to various topics throughout the year. 

· Determine characteristics of life and how organisms are classified 

· Use the modern classification system to list properties of viruses, bacteria, protists, fungi and plants. 

· Classify waves and their relationship to sound and light 

· Explore the properties of the Earth’s surface (soil, water, and wind) 

· Comparing the chemical and physical features of water and how water effects the earth 

· Determine the proper ecosystems for organisms using information on their habitats and needs 

· Recognize local conservation efforts 

· Introduction to 7th grade topics such as Newton’s Laws 

Preparation for Class: 


All students are to be prepared for class by bringing the following items everyday: 

· Textbook 

· Notebooks (5 - 1 subject notebooks) 

· 2 inch 3 ring binder 

· 1 or 2 twin pocket folder that have 3 holes punched in them so they can carry loose papers for class. 

· Pencil and eraser (Please no pens.)

· Scientific Calculator (optional)

Notebooks must be kept in satisfactory condition as they will be used to contain homework AND notes for each unit. Grades for homework assignments and notes will be assigned throughout each marking period. 

Assessment: 

Grades are categorized by percentages. The percentages are as follows: 

· Tests/ Projects – 50% 

· Quizzes / Labs  -  25% 

· Homework / Notebook/ Class Participation  – 25% 

Students will have at least a quiz and a major test per topic. Students will be given advance notice for all assignments and assessments.  Review sessions are available before every major test. The website also has sample tests from which to prepare for tests and quizzes. 

Tests and quizzes follow an NJASK8 (formally known as the GEPA) testing format through question styles and testing instructions. This allows students to become comfortable with the format and focus on the subject matter more closely. 

Class participation is assessed to allow students to receive credit for being prepared and consistently demonstrating proper classroom behavior.  

Homework is assigned on a regular basis. It is expected to be completed on the day it is due. If a student does not have his/her assignment on the day it is checked, they have the opportunity to turn it in for partial credit. If a student is absent on the day an assignment is due, she/he may present it the next day they attend class to receive full credit. 

Homework requires a specific heading. If this heading is not completed correctly, one (1) point will be taken off the assignment grade.  Please follow the example below to receive full credit. 

Name                                                                                                Date 

Subject / Homeroom                                                                      Assignment       

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Class Conduct: 


There are four things you need to remember to achieve the course objectives. They are as follows: 

· Be Prepared 

· Come to class with all the required utensils as I may not have supplies for you. If you need something (for a test or quiz or lab), then arrangements can be made in advance. Please ask at the beginning of class if you need something and not during an activity. This is a major part of the class participation grade and can affect your grade negatively when not followed consistently. 

· You must remember that you are only allowed to go to lockers at certain times during the day, so coming prepared to class is essential. 

· Be Respectful 

· By using manners towards teachers and fellow classmates, you are demonstrating a mature approach to your education. 

· Be Responsible 

· Do not have excuses for not being prepared or not having work completed. Although you will not get extra credit for telling the truth, you may get extra time. 

· Make sure that your work that you submit for grading is your own. You are not learning the subject well when you are copying a friend’s assignment. 

· Be Punctual 

· Class begins and ends according to the school bell system and your instructors. Be on time! If you are late, you need to have a pass to explain your tardiness. If you have been given permission to leave the room during class, do not abuse the privilege. Return in a timely manner. This year’s schedule maybe confusing, so always be aware of changes in room assignments. 

Discipline Policy: 

Detentions will be issued to students who are unable to comply with the class conduct measures (see above). The progression of discipline is as follows: 

· 1st Offense – 10 minutes teacher detention to be served after school. 

· 2nd Offense – 20 minute teacher detention to be served after school. 

· 3rd Offense – a phone call to parent/ guardian concerning inappropriate behavior and a 20 minute teacher detention. 

· 4th Offense – If the student’s inappropriate behavior continues, a referral will be written to the guidance department and the principal. 

Detentions may be issued for inappropriate behavior in class or a lab, incomplete homework assignments, or being unprepared for class. Students must realize that these offenses can build up quickly and must be prepared for the consequences. 

A 24 hour notice is available for students and parents upon request. 

Important Information: 

On the day of a laboratory exercise, all students are required to participate. You should be prepared according to the safety instructions described in class. However, dissections are an exception to this statement. If a student is unable to attend a dissection lab, then alternative assessments can be assigned so the material is covered and grades are not affected. 


The Science Department has a new textbook series (2005). For each major subject taught in class, there is a corresponding book. Therefore, each book must be handled with great care through the use of a book cover. The “Jumbo Book Sox” are kinder on the book binding than a regular sized one. If you can not find this type, then paper book covers can be provided. 

 
When a unit has been completed, one book will be returned and a new book will be issued. If at any time a book is returned in poor condition, then standard book fines will apply. 


Random inspections of textbooks will occur throughout the year and count towards the homework portion of the grade.  For every two (2) times that a student forgets their textbook or it is uncovered, a zero will be factored into the homework grade. 

Important Information Continued: 

If a student is absent, she/he is responsible for all work missed on that day. Please see me to make up missed assignments or obtain any handouts. If you are absent on a lab or testing day, you will be given a certain amount of time to make it up and arrangements can be made to accommodate your schedule. 

To obtain missed assignments or double-check that night’s homework, please call the homework hotline. The number below will connect to my voice mailbox and is updated on a daily basis. 

1-973-361-1253 extension 861

There is now a webpage for you to use in my science classes. This site contains homework assignments, sample tests, handouts and other internet resources. If you go to the school’s website, there is a link for teacher pages. Click on this link and then click on ALLEN. There you will find extra help. The school’s website is below. 

www.wbps.org 

Students always have an opportunity to see me for extra help after school. Due to my daughter’s volleyball team’s schedule, the days and hours may change. However, I am available most days after school until 3:30 pm. 

If you need to contact me after school hours, you may email me at the addresses below. I check email up to 8:30pm nightly, so please make note of the time. 

kallen@wbps.org
Course Requirements                                              6th Grade Science           2010-2011

Parent Signature: _________________________________________ 

Student Signature: ________________________________________ 

Date Due: __________________________________

