Please Help!!
Mrs. Freeman just tested her 7th graders.  They are still having trouble using the “order of operations”.  It seems that when Mrs. Freeman placed a problem on the board many students got different answers and many of them argued that they were correct.  We have been asked to simplify this problem.  Please, write a letter to a student in 7th grade explaining the “order of operations” and include examples and a “hook” to help them understand and remember.  Use the following rubric to guide you through the process.

	
	Novice
	Apprentice
	Practitioner
	Expert

	Process
	Explanation of using order of operations is inaccurate
	Explanation of using order of operations is less than complete
	Complete explanation of using order of operations including its importance
	Complete explanation of using order of operations including graphic organizer to demonstrate

	Examples
	Example(s) display incorrect simplification(s) of expression(s)
	One example is included demonstrating the correct method of simplifying an expression
	Two examples are included demonstrating the correct method of simplifying an expression
	More than two examples are included demonstrating the correct method of simplifying

	“Hook”
	Your “hook” is not included
	Your “hook” is attached as well as interesting
	Your “hook” is clear and understandable as well as interesting 
	Practitioner plus:
Includes handouts/charts

	Presentation
	Your letter has mistakes with letter form
	Your letter is written in letterform
	Your letter is written in letterform with correct spelling and punctuation
	Your letter is written in letterform with correct spelling and punctuation and includes your “hook” and artwork 

	Cover
	Cover includes:
· names
	Cover includes:
· names

· decoration
	Cover includes:
· names
· decoration

· examples
	Cover includes:
· names

· decorations

· examples

· hook preview
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